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The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan organization that
does not support or oppose any political party or candidate but whose
purpose is to promote political responsibility through informed and

active participation of citizens in government and to act on selected
governmental issues.

“Electing our Local Government”

Glen Ellyn citizen right to vote

An information meeting about the selection and election process of the Civic Betterment party and the

Tuesday, November 28, 2006, 7:30pm

At
The Civic Center

535 Duane St.

*kkkkkkkkhkk

Holiday Shopping

at

3 TEN THOUSAND

VILLAGES.
Wednesday, November 29, 5-9pm

Do you holiday shopping and benefit league!
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President’s Letter:
Dear Members and Business Advertisers,

It’s been a very busy election season. After months of planning and coordinating we delivered a 6™
congressional district forum on October 12. This program was a cooperative effort of the 6™ District
DuPage Leagues, and other supporting organizations. It was a standing room only crowd to hear and
see Tammy Duckworth and Peter Roskam face off on the issues. The attendance, over 800 indicated a
demand for live forums where voters could present their written questions to the candidates.

The Leagues of 6" district are fortunate to have the resources and leadership of LWV-Elmhurst
president Laura Kratz our coordinator, and former LWV Lake Forest/Lake Bluff & Evanston president
Diane Lloyd, our moderator for this program.

After this large event we then moved on to deliver a “Prepare to VVote” session where we hosted the
candidates for County and Forest Preserve boards and had an insightful presentation and Q/A with
DuPage Forest Preserve District President Dewey Pierotti.

We are grateful for the enthusiasm of our electorate to come out and learn the issues, and | am so
personally grateful to our members who volunteer their time and talent to bring relevant programs to
Glen Ellyn. It’s definitely been a busy election season, but it’s not over yet!

Although the mid-term elections are over, and the 6" district has been decided, the election season in
Glen Ellyn is just revving up; so before you get into your holiday mode | hope you will join us for our
November unit meeting.

On Tuesday (I know not a regular League night) November 28, our unit meeting will feature an
informational presentation on the nomination, selection and election processes in Glen Ellyn.

As many of you know, it’s not uncommon for many of our citizens to be unaware of the Civic
Betterment Party (CBP) and the Town Meeting. This meeting is an opportunity to learn and hopefully
spark more wide spread interest in the process and election. This program also supports our League
positions of a citizen right to know and vote.

Please come ready with questions that will help all of us learn and better participate in electing our local
government.

At the end of this month, please join me and other members of our board as we shop for the holidays at
Ten Thousand Villages the evening of November 29th where a percentage of sales will be donated back
to League. This is a great way to further support the work of the League and buy many fair trade items.

We will close 2006 with a Holiday Gathering at the Anderson’s on Thursday, December 7. Please
bring a dish and share some holiday cheer with your fellow Leaguers. No doubt there will be lively
political discussions at this gathering.

I hope to see you at one of these events or around town shopping this holiday season. Thanks to all our
members and businesses who have continued to support the league in its effort to deliver relevant
programs.

Wishing you a Happy Thanksgiving,

Margaret DelL.aRosa
President LWVGE
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News from National - LWVUS

More detailed information on each of these topic headings can be found on www.lwv.org

President’s update:

LWVUS President Mary G. Wilson has been hard at work getting the word out that voters can turn to
Leagues across the country for the important election information they need. Wilson sent an election
alert far and wide, urging voters to utilize wwvw.VOTE411.0rg and the 5 Things cards to obtain critical
information in the days leading up to the election.

Wilson and the League was profiled on the CNN Headline News Network

LWVUS president Mary Wilson was selected by CNN's producers as an influential "person to know™ in
American politics, and taped an interview at the League D.C. office. The interview segment was telecast
on the Headline News channel during various times from November 3-5.

Wilson was selected by CNN's producers as an influential "person to know" in American politics. CNN
interviewed Wilson at the League’s D.C. office. The interview was telecast on November 3 through
November 5.

ELECTIONS

VOTE411.org has had a great response from the public and League members as a nonpartisan, one-stop
resource for election information! VOTE411.org provides a nationwide polling place locator, as well as
general and state-specific information on absentee ballot rules, early voting provisions, ID requirements,
voting machine types, tools for overseas citizens, and contact information for elections officials. On
Election Day alone, over % of a million people visited VOTE411.org and viewed over 3 million pages
of election information that helped them be prepared to vote. The LWV.org Web site also saw a great
deal of traffic, having almost 65,000 visitors on Election Day alone and over 230,000 in the week
leading up to the election. Thanks to Leagues across the country for supporting and promoting
VOTE411.org and for making this incredible visibility opportunity possible. We congratulate and thank
all of you who worked so hard on providing voter service! Click here to read our Election Night
Statement.

Please Take our Election 2006 Surveys

As part of the Public Advocacy for VVoter Protection project, we have compiled two surveys to capture
voters’ experiences and League members' observations on Election Day. The first survey is designed to
allow members of the public to share their Election Day experiences. The other survey allows League
members to document and share any Election Day observation work they undertake. It is these personal
stories, along with the statistics we compile, that will provide the basis for Election Day 2006 follow-up.
Please encourage your members to fill out the surveys--and share the voter experience survey link
(http://www.lwv.org/AM/CustomSource/surveys/2006_Election_PersonalExperienceSurvey.html) with
voters in your community!
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News from National — LWVUS (continued)

ELECTIONS

Make Sure Provisional Ballots are Counted!

Please remind voters in your community who voted provisionally to follow up with their local elections
officials about their provisional ballots: some voters may need to show ID, while others may need to
show proof of registration, etc, but ALL provisional voters should find out if their provisional vote
counted and if not, why not. All states have a free access system for voters to use to find out if their
provisional ballot was counted. If their provisional ballot was not counted, elections officials should
explain why so voters can take any necessary action to ensure their vote counts at the next election. For
more information on provisional voting please check the state specific information on
www.VOTE411.0rg.

Take the League’s Election 2006 Surveys

As part of the Public Advocacy for VVoter Protection project, we have compiled two surveys to capture
voters’ experiences and League members' observations on Election Day. The first survey is designed to
allow members of the public to share their voting experiences. The other survey allows League members
to document and share any Election Day observation work they undertook. Please encourage your
members to fill out the surveys--and we encourage Leagues to link
(http://www.lwv.org/AM/CustomSource/surveys/2006_Election_PersonalExperienceSurvey.html) to
this survey on their Web site and encourage voters in their communities to tell us about their voting
experience. It is these personal stories, along with the statistics we compile, that will provide the basis
for Election Day 2006 follow-up. We've already received hundreds of responses--please fill out your
survey today!

Capturing the Overseas and Military Voting Experience (NEW)

A League partner, the Overseas Vote Foundation (OVF), is also conducting a 2006 Post Election Survey
for the millions of U.S. citizens and active duty military who live outside the country. OVF invites U.S.
citizens and active duty military to sign up now, and receive an invitation to participate in the OVF 2006
Post Election Survey! Each survey link is uniquely generated and can be used only once and cannot be
forwarded. We encourage Leagues to share this resource with voters who would benefit from this
survey. Please sign-up to participate in the OVF 2006 Overseas and Military Voter Survey!

ADVOCACY

Congressional leadership Urged to Enact Real Ethics Reform

The LWVUS issued an action alert urging activists and League members represented by party leadership
to insist that those leaders pledge to enact real reform in the wake of congressional scandal. A
fundamental overhaul of the House ethics process is required. House leaders must create an Office of
Public Integrity to allow outside complaints to be filed and provide for an independent fact-finding
process.

League and Coalition Partners Hold Ethics Press Event (NEW)

LWVUS President Wilson was in Washington to lead six coalition groups in releasing a statement
urging the new Congress to take immediate action on lobbying and ethics reforms, in particular urging
Congress to develop an independent ethics enforcement entity. The event was sponsored by the
Campaign Legal Center , Common Cause, Democracy 21, League of Women Voters, Public Citizen and
U.S. PIRG.
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News from National — LWVUS (continued):

ADVOCACY

Help is Needed on D.C. Voting Rights!

We continue to need your help in ensuring that all citizens of the District of Columbia are granted their
full voting rights in the House of Representatives! Take action today by urging your Representative to
support the D.C. Voting Rights Act.

League and Coalition Partners Issue Redistricting Report

The League of Women Voters joined coalition partners in releasing a report that calls for a national
redistricting reform movement and offers guidance for state-level redistricting reform efforts. LWVUS
Executive Director Nancy Tate joined other groups in releasing the report at a press event in
Washington, D.C.

OTHER

LWVUS Welcomes 3 New Local Leagues (NEW)

At its recent Board meeting, the LWVUS recognized three new local Leagues: LWV of Bella Vista,
Rogers, Bentonville and Lowell (AR); LWV of Cass County (IN); and LWV of Cumming-Forsyth
County (GA). We welcome them to the League family and extend special thanks to the state Leagues
that mentored them through this process.

We Need Your Help: Please Take LWV Observer Corps Survey
With the support of the Herb Block Foundation, LWV will be creating a resource guide of “best
practices” for establishing, maintaining and promoting the efforts of Observer Corps. LWVUS

Immigration Study Scope (NEW)

At its October meeting last week, the LWV US board adopted a scope for the LWVUS 2006-2009
immigration study. The scope of the study is to include the underlying values and principles regarding
immigration, reasons for immigration, current federal immigration policy, and the impact of
immigration. Read more here.

$1,000 Grants Still Available - D.C. Voting Rights Education Project!

Help enhance your local League’s impact on a priority League issue! The D.C. Voting Rights Education
Project is a public education and outreach project that aims to build wider public awareness of the
unique relationship between Congress and District of Columbia citizens, specifically their lack of full
voting rights. LWVEF will award pass-through grants of up to $1,000 to 20 Leagues to undertake a
program of media and public education and outreach. Applications are due by November 22, 2006, with
the project beginning December 4™. If you are interested in applying for this project, but have concerns
about completing the application on time, or have any other questions regarding the project, please
contact Robyn Kurland.

2007 Ukrainian and Russian Visitors Hosting Program

In March, the LWVUS will submit a proposal to the Open World Leadership Center to request funding
for a second year of Ukrainian and Russian visitors. If your League is interested in providing home stay
hosting and in organizing a seven day program for visitors from either country, please contact Pilar
Velasquez. Keep an eye out for more information in the coming weeks.
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News from National — LWVUS (continued):

OTHER

Off-Board Technology Committee Now Seeking Applications
Please download the application form here and email to Sarah Diefendorf at sdief@aol.com.

Deadline Approaching: LWV Observer Corps Survey

With the support of the Herb Block Foundation, LWVEF will be creating a resource guide of “best
practices” for establishing, maintaining and promoting the efforts of Observer Corps. To get started, we
need to hear from Leagues that have (or had in the past) observer corps programs. Click here to
tell us about your League’s efforts. Once you answer the questions and click "save", your answers are
automatically submitted to us. The deadline for responses has been extended to November 13th. Please
direct any questions to Kelly McFarland Stratman.

Sunshine Week Opportunity for Leagues (NEW)

The American Society of Newspaper Editors’ (ASNE) Sunshine Week project is coordinating a 50-state
freedom of information audit that will be released in conjunction with Sunshine Week 2007, March 11-
17. During an information audit, requestors visit pre-selected government offices, ask for copies of
particular public documents (in this case, documents related to emergency preparedness) and then record
how well the agency responds. The project plans to pair newspapers with local civic groups in order to
engage citizens in the audit process. It also encourages public forums to discuss access issues as well as
the substance of the documents requested. The audits are to be conducted in early January with results
released in March. For more information about this effort, please contact ASNE Sunshine Week
Coordinator, Debra Gersh Hernandez at dghernandez@asne.org or view the National Audit FAQ. To let
LWFEF know if you are interested, please contact Theresa Cummings.

Wouldn’t Your Morning Coffee Taste Better in a “Smart”LWV Mug?

LWV has teamed up with the Smart Women Company to create the "Smart Women Elect to Make a
Difference™ mug! It features an attractive Smart Women design and the LWV logo. Place your order.
For each mug sold, Smart Women will contribute $1 to the LWV Education Fund. Better yet--take
advantage of our special bulk rate ($6.50 per mug, minimum order of 36, multiples of 12 only) when it
comes time to buy volunteer, friend and family gifts, or for special events
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News from State — LWVIL:

State convention will be held on Friday, June 22 through Sunday, June 24, 2007 at the Holiday Inn
Matteson. www.holiday-inn/mattesonil

The 2007 Phonathon will be held from February 19-March 19, 2007. Local Leagues will receive 10%
of all donations received.

Program Planning packets will be mailed from state offices on Friday, November 17

Glen Ellyn League will hold its Program Planning brunch on Saturday, Jan 27 at starting, 8:30am at the
Meadows.

Legislative Issues Briefing — Saturday, February 3

March 1% is the deadline for consensus on lllinois immigration study.

L WVGE News & Activities:

Finance Drive - Cleo Burtis, Chair

Many thanks to the following members who have contributed to date to the 2006-07 Finance Drive:

MEMBERS
Sarah Allen
Rinda Allison Terra Costa Howard
Midge Anderson Laura Lee
Cleo Burtis Elizabeth Mackenzie
Tara Concklin Hope Marsh
Sherry and Lee Crumbaugh Jean Mooring
Margaret DeLaRosa Cheryl and Wes Peters
Sonja Faulkner Kim Reed
Barb Fried Juanita Seavoy
Gayle Forman Reuben Slone
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L WVGE News & Activities (continued):

Finance Drive - Cleo Burtis, Chair

Many thanks to the following businesses who have contributed to date to the 2006-07 Finance Drive:

BUSINESSES
Barone’s Health Track Sport Wellnes
B.G. Design Just the Bookstore
The Bendigkeit Bunch Mail “n Stuff
Cabernet and Co. McChesney and Miller

Craig's Family Pharmacy
William A. Fairbank, Atty.

We hope you are proudly displaying your LWVGE window cling. We encourage support of all
businesses in Glen Ellyn, but especially those that support our League with generous donations that
make our programs and newsletter possible.

Our Finance Drive continues, and we welcome and encourage your financial support.
Please consider making a contribution to League by mailing your check to:
The League of Women Voters of Glen Ellyn, P.O. Box 2391, Glen Ellyn, IL 60138.

Update on LWVIL Immigration Study
By Diana Hoke

Please mark your calendars for the Immigration unit meeting on January 11 and the consensus meeting
on February 8. This is a relevant and timely subject that affects us all.

Why the immigration study? Before League can take action, members must agree in broad terms on
what they think about the various aspects of a public policy issue — the League position. LWVIL does
not have a position on Immigration. We need to assume the responsibility of a large voting state with
a large immigrant population, a state that will lead in immigration policy-setting. Ponder the following
quote:

“A small number of states—California, Florida, Texas, New York, New Jersey and Illinois—have
large populations of voters as well as large numbers of immigrants. These states tend to shape
immigration policy because issues emerge first in these places as problems that need immediate
solutions.” (LWVMN)

To determine a position, the League must answer the following question:
How should Illinois respond to the challenges and opportunities of immigration in the areas of
economic policy, social policy, including education, and the governmental process?

LWVGE, November/December 2006 8
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L WVGE News & Activities (continued):

Update on LWVIL Immigration Study (continued)
By Diana Hoke

One method to determine member agreement is by consensus, a process whereby members participate in
a group discussion of an issue. The accord reached by the group is not a simple majority, nor unanimity,
but rather the overall sense of the group. It is a dynamic process. The discussion evokes an exchange of
ideas, areas of agreement evolve and opinions crystallize.

Following is a brief listing of issues on which we need your participation to come to a true consensus
and determine a State position. (For the full text of individual Consensus Questions, as well as resource
material to help respond to them, go to Iwvil.org and click on Immigration Study.):

e Immigrants often face significant challenges learning to assimilate and to go about their daily
lives after relocating to the United States. Should the State fund relocation orientation and
counseling?

e Undocumented workers are frequently the victims of exploitation in the workplace. Should the
State fund workplace-rights education?

e Should the State allow undocumented immigrants to drive legally and be insured?

e Undocumented immigrants are reluctant to use financial institutions; they are frequently targeted
by criminals. Should financial institutions be required to accept identification issued by countries
of origin?

e Some studies show that undocumented immigrants burden local economies by educating their
youth at public schools (K-12) and by their use of emergency healthcare services. Should the
State create a set-aside fund to help local taxing bodies offset these costs.

e Taxation without representation? Immigrant voting is not expressly prohibited by the U.S.
Constitution, but the Illinois constitution requires U.S. citizenship for voter registration in the
state. Should the State allow immigrants the right to vote in certain local elections?

e Should there be laws penalizing landlords for renting to undocumented immigrants and/or
prohibiting the issuance of business permits to the undocumented?

e The legal status of an immigrant may be revealed during the course of a routine traffic stop.
Should state and local police be deputized so that they can enforce immigration laws in Illinois?

Please prioritize the unit meeting on January 11 and the consensus meeting on February 8 to give your
input on these issues. Venues will be announced.

Please call me with any questions: Diana Hoke 351-8523.
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L WVGE News & Activities (continued):

Thank You’s:

Thank you to our volunteers for the 6™ congressional district forum. Special thanks to Judy Kinn and
Shawn Fasules for taking on the important role of Timers. When you have one hour to cover 14
advanced plus day-of audience questions well you can imagine the pressure of an 800 + attendance
crowd!

Thank you to our question sorters, again not an easy job when you have such a large crowd watching
your every move. The formal portion of the forum was completed in exactly one hour; no small effort by
anyone involved.

Much thanks to Ginger Wheeler for taking on the role of volunteer coordinator for this event.

Special thanks to Judy Kinn for her professional approach to running the “Prepare to Vote” session, it
was a great format and well-run program.

HELP WANTED]

LWVGE urgently needs a Voter Editor, or Voter production group to assist with planning, writing and
producing our monthly newsletter.

Call to Action from Lake Michigan Inter-League Organization

I would like to share with you another possible avenue for addressing the Coast Guard's plans to conduct
target practice in the Great Lakes. Pat Boy, a member of the La Porte County Indiana LWV is also a
member of the Michigan City, Indiana City Council. She is going to introduce the attached resolution in
the Michigan City Council on Tuesday 11/14. You might be interested in introducing a similar
resolution in your governmental body. The Coast Guard will certainly take into account comments from
governmental bodies. It might also be helpful for individuals to write their Senators and Congressmen.

Jeanette Neagu, Co-President
Lake Michigan Interleague Organization

LWVGE, November/December 2006 10
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Text of Resolution

RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF , OPPOSING COAST GUARD LIVE FIRING TRAINING
EXERCISES ON THE GREAT LAKES

WHEREAS the Great Lakes, home to 20% of the world’s fresh surface water, are balancing on the tip of their
ecological breaking point, and scientists in the region agree that we must restore the resilience of the lakes, or we may push
them beyond the point of no return; and

WHEREAS the Great Lakes are not immune to global conflict, and we recognize the need to enhance security
nationwide, but there are significant gaps in the justification of such a broad training program; and

WHEREAS a healthy future for the Great Lakes is wholly reliant on our intervention and we realize it is our
responsibility to restore the lakes to greatness because they are a resource for all of us to both use and protect; and

WHEREAS a decision to create 34 zones where long-distance lead ammunition will be fired during boating season
constitutes a major federal action under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and should be subjected to an
environmental assessment or, preferably, an environmental impact statement; and

WHEREAS the Great Lakes are virtually a closed system, with less than one percent of the water in the lakes
renewed each year, and what we put in the lakes generally stays in the lakes; and

WHEREAS pollutants have been building up in the Great Lakes ecosystem for many years and some persistent
chemicals, including lead compounds found in bullets, can enter the food chain at the most basic levels, ending up in humans
through the fish we eat and the water we drink, affecting development and survival for generations, linked to developmental
delays in children, attention deficit disorders, impaired immune systems, reproductive disorders, diabetes, and heart disease;
and

WHEREAS the Great Lakes support tourism, recreation, and a $5 billion sport fishing industry that is absolutely
dependent on recreational boating, a major portion of the lifeblood of our regional economy and economic growth, and
critical to the Great Lakes states; and

WHEREAS the Coast Guard’s “Preliminary Health Risk Assessment for Proposed U.S. Coast Guard Weapons
Training Exercises” concerning the amount of lead to be discharged into surface waters provides only a short-sighted, 5-year
outlook for potential problems; does not consider the locations of critical habitat, special-status species, or potable water
intakes; and fails to account for cumulative regional impacts of lead on organisms at the bottom of the food chain;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of asks that the Coast Guard:

» Expand their commitment to the ecosystem, prior to implementation, by performing a substantive
environmental review that fulfills requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA);
and reducing the number of live fire sites to the level critically necessary for training;

» Develop a new iteration of the plan with the full cooperation and support of recreational boaters and
anglers, focusing on a reduction in the number of training sites to a level that is agreeable to the
recreational user;

» Consider the full range of lead reduction strategies;

» Pursue specific lead-reduction strategies including the use of non-lead bullets and on-shore
simulators such as those used at Great Lakes Naval Training Center in Lake County, Illinois; and

» Postpone implementation of the plan as described.
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The Council also requests the City Clerk to forward this resolution to:

Commander Gustav Wulfkuhle
RE: Docket # CGD09-06-123
Enforcement Branch

Ninth Coast Guard District
1240 E. 9th Street

Cleveland, OH 44199

Introduced by:

, Council member

Passed by the Council of the City of this day of , 2006.

, Council President

Approved by me, this day of , 2006.
, Mayor
City of
ATTEST:
(Seal)
, City Clerk
City of

LWVGE, November/December 2006
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League-sponsored events of interest:
November 2006-February 2007

Tues., Nov. 28 Electing our Local Government Civic Center 7:30pm
Wed. Nov. 29 Holiday Shopping at Ten Thousand  Ten Thousand Villages
Villages 499 Pennsylvania 5-8pm

Thurs. Dec 7 Holiday Gathering The Anderson's

668 Essex Rd. G.E. 5-8pm
Thurs. Jan 11 Immigration Study Meeting Location - TBA
Thurs. Jan 18 Board Meeting DelLaRosa-McGuire Residence

612 Newton
Sat. Jan 27 Program Planning Brunch The Meadows 8:30am
Thurs. Feb 8 Immigration Study Consensus Mtg.  Civic Center 7:30pm
Sat. Feb. 10 Winter Party TBA
Thurs. Feb. 15 Board Meeting 7:30pm

*

Membership: The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan, grassroots, multi-issue, activist
organization. It is organized in all 50 states as well as in the District of Columbia, the Virgin Islands,
and Guam. Any citizen over 18, male or female, may become a member of the League of Women
Voters. Educated, connected citizens keep communities prosperous and nations healthy.

Stay tuned into your community. Join, or rejoin the League of Women Voters of Glen Ellen.
Help keep the educated citizen alive by participating in the League.

e -
2006-2007 Registration/Renewal Form

Sign me up for the Glen Ellyn League of Women Voters!
Renew my membership in the Glen Ellyn League of Women Voters!

Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:

Mail to: League of Women Voters- Glen Ellyn, P.O. Box 2391, Glen Ellyn, IL 60138 with
$60.00 dues for Individual or $90.00 family membership for 2005-2006.
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