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ROSKAM CAMPAIGN FORCES DEBATE CANCELLATION

Citing the failure of Congressman Peter Roskam’s campaign to respond to their debate invitation, the Elmhurst League of Women Voters (LWV) cancelled plans for its 6th Congressional candidate forum according to LWV Elmhurst President Donna Blue.

Although Democratic challenger Jill Morgenthaler agreed to appear at the October forum in Elmhurst, Ms. Blue said the non-partisan League cannot hold an “empty chair” debate for a federal election.  

Two years ago the LWV hosted Mr. Roskam and Tammy Duckworth in a debate at the College of Du Page in Glen Ellyn.  That event drew 1,000 people and launched both candidates into the national and international spotlight.  Ms. Blue said she was surprised by the Roskam campaign’s failure to respond to the League’s invitation this time.  “The last debate showed how eager the voters are to see the candidates in person and hear them seriously discuss the issues,” she said.  “The response we had from the public was overwhelmingly positive and voters have been asking us when we will do it again.”

(more)

The League issued invitations to both candidates in June and extended the response deadline at the Roskam campaign’s request.  But the campaign never followed through.  “We made repeated efforts over the past month to contact the campaign by phone and e-mail.  They didn’t reply to anyone,” said Blue.  “When our final urgent request for a response went unanswered we were forced to cancel.  There just is not enough time for our volunteers to lay the groundwork for a candidate forum that meets League standards,” she added.

Ms. Blue noted that incumbent 10th District Congressman Mark Kirk made a commitment to a League debate in his district several weeks ago.  “We can only assume Mr. Roskam has no desire to participate,” she said.

Volunteers from several Leagues in the 6th District including Elmhurst, Glen Ellyn, Wheaton and Arlington Heights/Mt. Prospect/Buffalo Grove were working on debate arrangements.  The organizers also included DuPage residents who are members of the non-partisan Union League Club of Chicago.
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