Board Observer Report

Board Observer:  Peggy McGrath


Date:  1/21/10

College of DuPage Board of Trustees

Meeting Started:  7:01 p.m.


Meeting Adjourned:  7:56 p.m.

Officials present: (Trustees) Kim, Savage, Wilson, O’Donnell, Svoboda, Wessel, Wozniak ( at 7:17 p.m.) and President Breuder

Officials absent: Carlin

Estimates of public attendance: 35 (many people leave after staying for the portion of the meeting in which they are interested); many COD faculty and staff.

President’s Report: COD’s USA Academic Team nominees were introduced and pictures were taken with President of the Board and President of the College.
Presentation by Dr. Collins, VP of Academic Affairs, which was intended to address community concerns about the ESL programs which were raised by community members at the December board meeting. Collins stated that he was concerned that DuPage United, which has been involved in advocating for the ESL programs, does not have the facts and that what they are reporting is incorrect. According to Dr. Collins, there has been a 25% increase in adult education* over the last year with 4000 enrolled last year and 5000 this year. ESL enrollment is up 23% and courses are offered 7 days per week, M-F, 8-8. He again iterated that they had been “barraged by uninformed comments…”. Adult ed students pay no tuition and the programs are dependent on grant funding and state support. The programs are running at a loss. Over the last 5 years, the school has experienced a $900, 000 shortfall. (Please understand that I may not be totally accurate with these numbers, but the thrust should be clear—the programs are not self-supporting and Dr. Breuder’s intent is to run the college like a business.)
Dr. Collins stated that DuPage United had never contacted him or any of the other faculty directly involved in the Adult Ed (ESL) programs, but he would be willing to meet with them to explore their issues.

Dr. Breuder then spoke for 5 minutes on DuPage United and how they are “inciting good people” based on a lack of information.

Trustee Kim asked about comments from other community members, not just DuPage United. Trustee Svoboda would like some assessment at the end of the term to see how ESL and adult ed changes implemented affect the program.
Nancy Stanko, President of the Faculty Association, introduced the new VP of the FA. She noted that several programming problems in the new automated registration system resulted in students without prerequisites getting into classes inappropriately. This has created problems but they seem to be resolving.

 Dr. Breuder noted that COD enrollment is up 9;.9% this spring, escalating in significant numbers even as the state fails to live up to its financial responsibilities (the state continues to be behind in its payments to COD as well as to other institutions).

District 502 Citizen Comments:  Mike Riner (?) spoke for the DuPage United Steering Committee. He took issue with the statement that state, federal, and grant funds must completely support the ESL programs. As a 502 resident, he pays taxes to support COD programs and believes that ESL programs should receive some of those funds. He then presented a petition with 2600 signatures from 502 residents supporting the ESL programs at COD. He also stated that DuPage United welcomed the opportunity to meet with the relevant COD staff regarding the ESL programs.

Kevin Bishop, a COD student, spoke about the excessive problems he and other students are experiencing with the new student registration system. He gave several examples, including that of his girlfriend who had been billed four times for the same class, incurred overdraft fees from her bank for the over billing, and just that day had been dropped from the class for non-payment.
Consent agenda was approved unanimously by roll call vote with no discussion.

Approval items: extension of banking services; payment to Commonwealth Edison to bury electrical lines along Lambert Road; and seven new certificate programs were all approved unanimously by roll call vote with no questions and no discussion.

* Dr. Collins’ report dealt with all the adult ed programs (ESL, ABE, GED) and I am unsure, with all this aggregated, if it adequately answered the questions about the ESL program itself.

