Board Observer Report
Board Observer:  Mary Lou Lowry 

Date 2/16/2010

Glen Ellyn Park District Board

Meeting started:  7:02



Meeting adjourned:  8:34

Entire board present as well as Corey Atwell, executive director, Steve Adams, attorney, Park District staff:  David Scarmardo, Laurie Woods, Kathleen Exposito, Kathleen Falenco

15 public attendees

Consent agenda accepted 7-0

Public input: 

Adrian Gregory spoke about the need for additional garden plots.  Corey Atwell said there was no plan for additional plots, in fact usually there were always a few open.  Itf there is a need for additional plots they will study the issue.

Al Lowry asked about skating on Lake Ellyn.  He noticed that people were skating on the lake but it had not been cleaned off.  David Scarmardo responded that water was pushing up on the lake and they could not get the equipment on the water.  The lake was cleared off today and ready for skating.  District use to The Park require 10 inches of snow and now they require 8 so there have been many more days of skating.

There was a presentation about Platform Tennis, a video.  The Park District is considering whether to put huts near the courts.

Celia Rhodie (Public) said perhaps they could use what is already there, the miniature golf center.  She wanted them to be fiscally responsible. 

Kevin Hess stated that they have tried that in the past and it was not very successful.  

Bill Dallman agreed that we try to be fiscally responsible.

Ryan Snyder from the platform tennis player’s organization said that they will look for donors and sponsorships and will work with the staff on this.

Creech and Kinzler thought maybe staff were spending too much time on this. 

Hess stated that the Board voted at a previous meeting to look at this.

Next there was a motion to appoint Steve Adams as counsel.  He has recently left his old law firm that was appointed at the last meeting and joined a new firm, Tressler LLP.  This new firm represents 30 park districts and the resource with this firm will be enhanced according to Steve Adams.  He advised that the fee schedule remains the same.

Kinzler and Creech suggested that an RFP be sent out and the board look at other firms.  

Hess suggested that may be an issue for another meeting and to make agenda requests in writing.

There was a roll call vote for appointment of counsel.  It carried 4-3 (Creech, Kinzler and Nephew opposed).

Park District received a PDRMA safety award and received $1500 and a plaque.  

The board discussed a board retreat in March for planning for the future.

Roofing at new Ackerman facility is still being studied to repair some leaking.

Kinzler asked for a breakdown of revenues and expenses at Ackerman facility.  He questioned some budget items: $2073 for cell phones and $3,800 for facilities phones and thought maybe that cost could be reduced.  He questioned whether we need to have legal counsel at every meeting, but use counsel when a legal question comes up.

Hess responded that Park District is in the black and that the board already approved the budget and it is the board’s responsibility to set direction and policy and leave day to day management to staff.

